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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is responsive to the Amendment filed on 05/23/05 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C, 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e)the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1, 3, 5, and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Brittan et al ("Brittan", USP 6199078). 

Regarding claim 1, Brittan teaches a system 10 for enabling entry and display 
data in a database, the system comprising a processor 1 8 for controlling the display of a 
form (see "Microsoft Excel - Book 18" of Fig. 4 or Fig. 12) (col. 2, lines 55-58) having a 
number of data fields corresponding to data items stored on a database (fields capable 
of storing a plurality of values) (col. 2, lines 55-58; col 5, lines 5-21 ), and a store for 
storing, for at least one data field, information enabling attributes (formulas and setters) 
relating to a data item stored on the database corresponding to the data field to be 
displayed upon user command (double clicking the mouse) while the form continues to 
be displayed (Fig. 12); wherein the at least one data field corresponds to a data item 
(data field corresponds to formulas and setter values) and the stored information 
defines one or more data items stored on the database other than the data item 
corresponding to the at least one data field (col. 5, lines 22-35) (col. 12, lines 26-35). 
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Regarding claim 5, Brittan teaches a system for enabling entry and display data 
in a database, the system comprising a processor 1 8 for controlling the display of a form 
(see "Microsoft Excel - Book 18" of Fig. 4 or Fig. 12) (col. 2, lines 55-58) having a 
number of data fields corresponding to data items stored on a database (fields capable 
of storing a plurality of values) (col. 2, lines 55-58; col 5, lines 5-21 ) and a store for 
storing, for at least one data field, information defining a computation (formulas and 
setter values) to be performed based on the data values obtained from the database 
wherein results of the computation are to be displayed upon user command (double 
clicking the mouse) while the form continued to be displayed (col, 12, lines 26-35) (see 
Formula Lists, Fig. 12). 

Regarding claims 3 and 7, Brittan teaches the providing a user interface to 
enable a user to define information which is stored in the store corresponding to the at 
least one data field (col. 3, lines 50-55) (line 64 of col. 3 to line 6 of col. 4) (also see col. 
5, lines 65-67). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 4 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Brittan and Johnson (USP 5721847). 
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Regarding claims 4 and 8, Brittan does not teach that the user command is a 
right click of the mouse. However, such feature is known in the art as taught by 
Johnson. Johnson teaches a method for inserting a selected graphic control within a 
spreadsheet which comprising the opening a drop-down menu upon user's right-mouse 
click (col 7, lines 23-27). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, 
having the teaching of Brittan and Johnson before him at the time the invention was 
made, to modify the interface system taught by Brittan to include the opening a drop- 
down menu upon user's right-mouse click taught by Johnson with the motivation being 
to enable the user to easily and conveniently activate command by a single mouse click. 

Response to Applicant's Arguments 
6. Applicant's arguments filed 05/23/05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In response to Applicant's arguments that "Brittan does not disclose or suggest 
any relation between the method and system of Brittan and a database" and Brittan 
does not disclose or suggest application of the method and system to a database, and 
indeed, does not even mention a database", it is noted that such is not quite the case. 
According to Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary (Tenth Edition), database is a 
large collection of data organized especially for rapid search and retrieval (as by a 
computer). Although Brittan does not explicitly use the word "database" in the reference, 
Brittan's teaching indeed discloses the application of Brittan's system to a database. 
Firstly, Brittan's system calculates values for data network (col 2, lines 42-45), therefore, 
the system handles a large collection of data. Secondly, the data network includes 
collection of fields, each field represents a data value, therefore, data in Brittan's system 
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is organized. Thirdly, Brittan's system comprises a computer (see Fig. 1) which enables 
data retrieval (col 3, lines 30-48 and col 4, 2-6). 

Thus, Brittan's system enables entry and display data in a database as claimed. 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL- Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory acfion is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kieu D. Vu. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Mon - Thu from 7:00AM to 3:00PM at 571-272-4057. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca, can be reached at 571-272-4048. 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this applicafion or proceeding 
is assigned are as follows: 

571-273-8300 

and / or: 
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571-273-4057 (use this FAX #, only after approval by Examiner, for "INFORMAL" 
or "DRAFF communication. Examiners may request that a formal paper / amendment 
be faxed directly to them on occasions). 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
Kieu D. Vu 

Patent Examiner J 




